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Foreword 
The scale of destruction and devastation after 50 days of conflict in July-August 2014 is 

unprecedented in Gaza, including in the education sector. According to the MIRA1 

findings, 26 schools have been completely destroyed and 122 damaged during the 

conflict, 75 of which are UNRWA schools. It is worth noting that already prior to the last 

conflict the education system in Gaza was suffering from a shortage of at least 200 

schools, which led to a big number of classes running in double shifts, impacting on the 

quality of education. Early childhood development has also been highly affected. 

Among a total of 407 kindergartens in Gaza, 133 were damaged and 11 totally 

destroyed2. The Higher Education sector also suffered severe human and infrastructure 

damages. After 50 days of conflict, the right to quality education for all Palestinian 

children and youth has been further compromised. 

This assessment has been conducted in close coordination with the Ministry of 

Education and Higher Education (MoEHE) and initially in the framework of the 

Humanitarian Education Cluster. The overall objective was to support the MoEHE and 

Higher Education Institutions in the identification of critical needs and in the 

development of a response plan for the higher education sector. The results could also 

be used to inform future contingency plans (for instance through crisis-Disaster Risk 

Reduction programmes) to protect education from attacks and mitigate the impact of 

crisis. Through this report, we would also like to advocate for the higher education 

sector, outlining concrete and critical recommendations, not only to ensure the right to 

education but to also contribute to the development of Gaza through the involvement of 

and the support to youth. Another area of focus of the assessment is closely related to 

UNESCOôs support to inclusive education systems, with preliminary findings on the 

situation of students suffering from impairment or disability as a result of the conflict. 

This assessment will also fit into the Detailed Needs Assessment (DNA) for Palestine 

coordinated among the UN, the EU, the World Bank and the PA, and for which the UN 

is the responsible entity for the social sector, including education. 

UNESCO would like to thank all the colleagues and partners who participated in and 

supported the preparation of this assessment. In particular, our thanks goes to MoEHE, 

the focal points at the HEIs in Gaza, the Education Cluster, the United Nations 

Development Programme (UNDP), the United Nations Mine Action Service (UNMAS) 

and the Education team of the UNESCO Ramallah Office that conducted the field work, 

as well EENET who  compiled and analysed the results of this assessment. Our 

deepest gratitude and thoughts are going to the people of Gaza and to all the 

colleagues, students, teachers and education personnel that, in a very difficult moment 

in their lives, took the time to collect and share information, and accepted to tell us their 

stories. 

Lodovico Folin-Calabi, Head of the UNESCO Ramallah Office, a.i. 

                                            
1
 Multi-Cluster/Agency Initial Rapid Assessment (MIRA) coordinated by OCHA. 

2
 Assessment concluded by Save the Children in coordination with the Humanitarian Education Cluster 

and the Ministry of Education and Higher Education. 
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1. Introduction 
 
This report assesses the material, human and educational damage sustained by 26 
higher education institutions (HEIs) in Gaza during 50 days of conflict between 7th July 
and 26th August 2014. The severe escalation in hostilities at that time involved intense 
Israeli aerial and naval bombardment and Palestinian rocket fire. The crisis was 
unprecedented, causing large-scale destruction and displacement.  
 
As of 15th October 2014, a total of 2,205 Palestinians (1,483 civilians) and 71 Israelis (4 
civilians) were killed and an estimated 14,000 housing units were destroyed. Around 
500,000 Palestinians were displaced at the height of the conflict (with over 100,000 still 
displaced) and 108,000 remain homeless.3 
 
In addition to kindergartens, primary and secondary schools and other education 
centres,4 higher education institutions were directly targeted during the hostilities, 
sustaining significant injury and loss of life among staff and student populations, as well 
as damage to buildings and equipment. 
 

1.1. Study methodology  
 
This report has been compiled using primary data collected by UNESCO from HEIs in 
Gaza. A total of 26 rapid assessment questionnaires were administered, along with 
interviews with 38 staff members (36 male, 2 female), focus group discussions with 12 
staff members (11 male, 1 female), and three semi structured interviews with the 
Assistant Deputy Minister for Higher Education and university leaders.  
 
Orientation sessions were provided by the UNESCO assessment team to 26 HEIs on 
the process and methodology of the assessment, including presentation of the data 
questionnaire. The data collection phase subsequently began with field visits to all 26 
HEIs by 2 data collectors (Assessment Co-ordinator and Social Worker). Each data 
collector visited 13 HEIs, completing questionnaires using Excel data sheets. 
Qualitative data was also collected through interviews and case studies. Rapid 
assessments and data from United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), Office 
for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA), United Nations Mine Action 
Service (UNMAS) and UNESCO have also been incorporated where relevant.  
 

1.2. Summary of key findings  
 

¶ There was a failure to protect education from attack during the 50 day crisis.  

¶ Staff and students suffered heavy casualties during the conflict, sustaining loss 
of life and serious injuries. A number of injuries have led to disabilities including 
mobility, hearing and visual impairments which will impact on individuals and 
their families throughout their lives. 

¶ Nine academic and administrative staff from the HEIs were killed and 21 injured. 

                                            
3
 Source: UNOCHA www.ochaopt.org/content.aspx?id=1010361 Accessed 18

th
 November 2014. 

4
 Initial estimates by UNDP put total material damage across the whole education sector at 

USD$16,397,254. This breaks down as follows: kindergartens $633,600; schools $7,384,478; education 
centres $1,016,703; higher education institutes $7,362,473. Data supplied by UNDP 16

th
 November 

2014.   

http://www.ochaopt.org/content.aspx?id=1010361
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¶ A total of 421 HEI students were killed during the conflict and 1,128 were injured.  

¶ Student deaths during the conflict constitute more than a quarter ï or 27.4% - of 
total civilian deaths incurred in Palestine.5 Even considering the exceptionally 
high ratio of people aged 15 to 29 to the total over-15 population (53%),6 this is a 
shocking statistic. 

¶ Education and business-related subject specialisms were particularly hard hit by 
student death and injury. 

¶ Fourteen HEIs were damaged during hostilities, some directly targeted, others 
suffering collateral damage. Many of these institutions are experiencing severe 
disruption to academic and administrative operations as a result. 

¶ The total estimated cost of repairs to and replacement of HEI buildings, facilities 
and equipment is US$ 16,088,597.7 

¶ Damage to infrastructure as well as equipment, facilities and learning materials 
inevitably reduce access to education and have potentially long-term impacts on 
the quality of teaching and learning. 

¶ The majority of HEIs are not currently implementing inclusive approaches in 
building design or appropriate pedagogical or practical support to students with 
disabilities. 

¶ Emergency planning in HEIs is weak and there is currently no co-ordination 
between HEIs.  

¶ Psychosocial support for staff and students is inadequate.  

¶ A total of 393 staff lost their homes in the crisis. Students from 23 out of 26 HEIs 
had their homes destroyed, putting further pressure on already severe housing 
shortages in Gaza. A total of 7,169 students ï or 7.5% of the student population 
at all HEIs ï were affected. 

¶ HEIs were disrupted for a minimum of 20 days over the semester, and a 
maximum of 62 days. In total, 1,016 individual HEI days were lost over the 
summer semester, indicating the extent of the interruption to academic study 
caused by the crisis.   

¶ Staff identified the following priorities: buildings, financing for student 
fees/grants, emergency response and protection, improvements to quality of 
teaching and learning, enhanced psychosocial support. 

 

  

                                            
5
 Calculation based on UNOCHA figures (1483 civilian deaths) as at 14

th
 October 2014. Source: 

UNOCHA www.ochaopt.org/content.aspx?id=1010361 Accessed 18
th
 November 2014. 

6
 UNOCHA ONS statistics quoted in www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-20415675 Accessed 20th 

November 2014. 
7
 This estimate is for HEIs only and is based upon UNDP figures for infrastructure repair and 

reconstruction combined with data collected by UNESCO for this assessment which calculated the costs 
of damaged equipment and facilities (see Section 4 for details). 

http://www.ochaopt.org/content.aspx?id=1010361
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-20415675
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2. General information about the HEIs 
 
In Gazaôs HEIs, a total of 421 students were killed during the conflict and 1,128 were 
injured. Nine academic and administrative staff were killed and 21 injured. 
 
The HEIs covered in this assessment are as follows:  

 
Public institutions8  

Al Azhar University  

College of Intermediate Studies- al Azhar University-Gaza  

Islamic University 

College of Dar Al Dawa & Humanities 

Alquds Open University 

University College of Applied Sciences 

Government institutions  

Palestinian Technical College  

Palestine College for Nursing 

University College of Sciences and Technology 

Al Aqsa Community College 

Palestine College of Islamic Call 

Al Aqsa University 

Private institutions  

Arab College of Applied Sciences  

Gaza University  

Applied Future Polytechnic  

University of Palestine  

Gaza College for Tourism Studies 

University College of Ability Development 

Alzaytona College for Sciences And Development 

Ummah Open University 

Al-Awda University College 

Palestine Polytechnic University 

Management & Politics Academy for Postgraduate Studies 

Nama'a College for Science & Technology 

UNRWA institutions  

Gaza Training Center 

Khan Younis Training Centre  

 
Sixteen of these institutions are based in Gaza City, 7 are located in the south of the 
Gaza Strip, 2 in the Middle Area, and 1 institution is located in the North of the Gaza 
Strip.  
  

                                            
8
 Most public institutions are non-profit, owned by NGOs and charitable associations, receiving partial 

government funding and thus dependent on fundraising.  
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The total number of staff at all HEIs is 4,838, of whom 4,016 are male while 822 are 
female. A total of 94,634 students are enrolled in these institutions, 54.4% of whom are 
female (51,482) and 45.6% male (43,152).  
 
Fig. 1: Female students outnumber males in Gaza HEIs 

 
 
Fig. 2: Number of male and female students per institution (institutions with less than 1,500 
students) 

 
 
Fig. 3: Number of male and female students per institution (institutions with more than 1,500 
students) 
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New student enrolments 2011ï2014  
Registration of new students at HEIs dropped by 3,973 students for the new academic 
year 2014-2015 suggesting that the crisis had an impact on student willingness and 
ability to enrol. The slight rise in 2012-2013 was due to higher numbers of students 
graduating from high school and wishing to enter HEIs. Registrations of new students 
for the 4-year period 2011-2014 fluctuated between around 26,000 and 30,000.  
 

Fig. 4: New student enrolments 2011-2014 
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Fig. 5: Male and female enrolment per institution 2011-2014 (institutions with annual enrolment less than 600) 
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Fig. 6: Male and female enrolment per institution 2011-2014 (institutions with annual enrolment more than 600 but less than 1,600) 

 
0 200 400 600 800 1000 1200 1400 1600

ACC

AUC

CIS

PPU

PTC

CST

UP

Female  2011-2012

Male  2011-2012

Total  2011-2012

Female 2012-2013

Male 2012-2013

Total 2012-2013

Female 2013-2014

Male 2013-2014

Total 2013-2014

Female 2014-2015

Male 2014-2015

Total 2014-2015



14 
 

Fig. 7: Male and female enrolment per institution 2011-2014 (institutions with annual enrolment more than 1,600) 
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3. Educational and human damage: Staff and student death 
and injury  
 
Staff and students at higher education institutions in Gaza suffered heavy casualties 
during the conflict, sustaining loss of life and serious injuries. A number of injuries 
have led to disabilities including mobility, hearing and visual impairments which will 
impact on individuals and their families throughout their lives. It seems that attacks 
on HEIs not only damaged vital infrastructure but destroyed human capital, affecting 
specific subject specialisms (in particular, education and business subjects) and 
wiping out a generation of young scholars. The loss of vital academic staff is also 
likely to impact seriously on the quality of education available in these institutions. 
For example, one staff member who was killed is singled out as a loss to Nursing. 
He was 48 years old, married with one child and had obtained an illustrious set of 
qualifications, including: PhD in Mental Health and Counselling, PhD in Mental 
Health Nursing, PhD in Health and Nursing Education, Master of Psychology-Mental 
Health, Master of Disability Studies. He was killed on 29th July 2014.  
 
The failure to treat learning environments as safe spaces and protect universities 
from attack is a serious violation of the right to education and is prohibited under 
international law. The resulting staff and student attrition, alongside loss of life, injury 
and damage to infrastructure, seriously undermines the quality of education which 
should be supporting young people to achieve their full potential as well as helping to 
mitigate psychosocial impacts of armed conflict by providing stability, normality, 
structure and optimism about the future.  
 

3.1. Students  
 
3.1.1. Deaths 
 
Numbers killed 
During the 50-day conflict, students were killed at 20 out of 26 HEIs, or at 76.9% of 
institutions. In total, 407 students were killed. Male students suffered 
disproportionately, with 91% of students killed being male (369 students). A total of 
38 female students were killed, 15 of whom were studying at Islamic University, 10 at 
Alquds Open University.  The heaviest male fatalities were at Islamic University 
where there were 95 deaths; followed by Al Aqsa (49 deaths) and Alquds Open 
University (44 deaths).  
 
Student deaths during the conflict constitute more than a quarter ï or 27.4% ï of 
total civilian deaths incurred in Gaza.9 Even considering the exceptionally high ratio 
of people aged 15 to 29 to the total over 15 population (53%)10, this is a shocking 
statistic. 
 
The majority of students killed in the conflict were hit by shelling (372 deaths). 
 

                                            
9
 Calculation based on UNOCHA figures (1483 civilian deaths) as at 14

th
 October 2014. Source: 

UNOCHA www.ochaopt.org/content.aspx?id=1010361 Accessed 18
th
 November 2014. 

10
 UNOCHA ONS statistics quoted in www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-20415675 Accessed 

20th November 2014. 

http://www.ochaopt.org/content.aspx?id=1010361
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-20415675
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Fig. 8: Number of male and female students killed, by institution 
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Age and level of study 
Those students who were killed were aged between 18 and 53. Most were in their 
early to mid-20s, with particularly high numbers aged 22 (44 students), 23 (38 
students) and 25 (39 students).  
 
Fig. 9: Numbers of students killed, by age 

 
 
Students studying across all levels of the higher education system were killed.  While 
data is not available from every HEI, levels 1, 2 and 4 appear to have been worst 
affected.  
 
Table 1: Educational level of students killed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Fig.10 shows the numbers of students at each level who were killed: 36% of 
these students had reached the fourth level in HEIs and were thus due to complete 
their bachelorôs degrees and graduate within one or two semesters before joining the 
labour market. 
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Fig. 10: Educational level of studentôs killed 
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Table 3: Subject specialisms of students killed 

Subject specialism 
No. injured 
students 

Education  98 

Business (inc. accounting, commerce, management, admin, 
secretarial) 

76 

Islamic Studies   46 

Police / Security Science  31 

Computing / IT  27 

Arts and Humanities  20 

Media, Press, PR  20 

Engineering  15 

Sciences (inc. Electronics) 14 

Health / Medical  14 

Law 10 

Languages (Arabic, English) 9 

Social and Family Development 5 

Political Science   2 

Agriculture and Environment  2 

Psychological Counselling  2 

Social Service 2 

NGO management 2 

Mathematics  1 

Architecture 1 

Development Planning 1 

Librarianship 1 

Total 399 

 
3.1.2. Injuries  
 
Numbers 
Students at 17 out of 26 HEIs sustained injuries during attacks. A total of 1,128 
students were injured; 844 male, 284 female. Those who were injured were aged 
between 13 and 65 years old, with most wounded students in their 20s.  
Although data is only available for around of half of the HEIs, indications are that 83 
students who were injured are now living with disabilities as a result. Thus 421 of the 
injuries reported have not resulted in disability. The highest injury rate was at Al 
Aqsa University (241 injuries). 
 
  



20 
 

Fig. 11: Number of male and female students injured, by institution 
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Entry level students were worst affected by injury. The following figure shows the 
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data). 
 

Fig. 12: Numbers of students injured, by level of study 
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